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people. We will do much of our work in creative 
ways: operating outside, wearing masks, and 
vaccinating staff and counselors.  We will focus 
on fun educational activities and emotional health 
to get kids ready to return to school and address 
the isolation and social gaps they have faced.

LEAP’s creative force is possible only because of 
your support.  Your commitment makes it 
possible for us to change how we do things while 
never changing the values we hold dear.  Please 
consider once again supporting LEAP with a 
donation as we gear up for our summer program.

Please stay safe, get vaccinated and encourage 
your friends and family to do the same.

Sincerely,

The last year has been one of tragedy and hope. 
We lost so many to the horrific pandemic, but 
also saw community charity help our 
neighbors. We have seen violence by police 
against unarmed African Americans, but also 
witnessed a racial justice movement joined by 
people of all backgrounds. Attacks on Asian

Americans have climbed, but in response Congress passed a 
strongly bipartisan bill to address hate crimes.

I am reminded of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s reflections on 
the violence he faced in his life:

As my sufferings mounted, I soon realized that there were 
two ways in which I could respond to my situation — either 
to react with bitterness or seek to transform the suffering into 
a creative force. I decided to follow the latter course.

I am proud that LEAP responded to the last year with creative 
force. This summer, we plan to return to an in-person camp 
serving over 550 children and employing over 100 local young 

LEAP’s COVID Emergency Relief Fund Explained

Thanks to the support of partners such as the Community Foundation for 
Greater New Haven, the Yale Community for New Haven Fund, the Carolyn 
Foundation, the Yale Black Men’s Union, and many community members, 
LEAP has been able to distribute 123 computers and almost $175,000 worth of 
grocery gift cards and rent support. We have also hosted a holiday giveaway 
and distributed bags of fresh food and produce.
 
Thank you to all of our partners – this wouldn’t be possible without you!

When the virus shut our city down last March, LEAP created an emergency relief fund for the first time in our 28-
year history. The fund has focused on food, rent, and technology assistance to support families’ basic needs during 
the economic turmoil of this past year.

                                                                                                    Henry Fernandez, Executive Director



 

 

Superstar Program Staff Shout-Outs

Growing with LEAP: Naz, From an LIT to Aquatics Program Director

Thank You to Our Recent Grantors 
4-CT The Connecticut COVID-19 Charity Connection • Carolyn Foundation • Elizabeth Carse Foundation 

Costco Wholesale  •  Franke Family Charitable Foundation  •  Friends of Kang Yun Foundation
William Caspar Graustein Memorial Fund  •  International Association of New Haven  • Jana Foundation, Inc. 

John and Diane Kim Foundation  •  John E. Scully Charitable Foundation 
Lewis G. Schaeneman Jr. Foundation, Inc.  •  Mara W. Breech Foundation  •  Nellie Mae Education Foundation

NewAlliance Foundation  •  Orchard Foundation  •  People's United Community Foundation
Petit Family Foundation  •  Pincus Family Foundation  •  Scripps Family Fund for Education and the Arts

Skye Foundation •  Smart Family Foundation of New York  •  Spring Glen Church  •  Whole Foods Market 
Winokur Family Foundation  •  Yale Community for New Haven Fund  •  Youth Violence Prevention Initiative

Thanks to Outfront Media for donating space for LEAP billboards all around New Haven! 

Serving 1,000 children every year, across five sites and one 
community center, is no easy feat, though seeing our incredible 
Program team in action could convince you otherwise. 

That is our model in ‘normal’ times. Imagine crafting a 
resourceful and enriching virtual program during a pandemic 
and launching it within weeks. Imagine aligning with the waves 
of change to consistently offer the highest quality programming 
possible: virtual or hybrid with extensive sanitation and strict

adherence to safety guidelines. That’s what our Program team has done, and we want to recognize and express 
gratitude for their immeasurable resilience, hard work, empathy, and dedication.

Thank you: Paris, Youth Development Coordinator, for designing an astonishing STEM curriculum; David, FHS 
Coordinator, for joining the team and strengthening partnerships during a pandemic; Maithé, FHN Coordinator, for 
aiding in the organization of family resource distribution; Jasmine, DK 

Nazair Peters came to LEAP at 13 years old, not yet knowing it was the start of a decade-
long journey. He joined the Leaders in Training (LIT) program where he got to know his 
counselors, volunteered with younger children, and built leadership skills.

Upon completing the LIT program at 15, Nazair joined LEAP’s aquatics team where he 
proved himself to be an instrumental part of the program. Nazair consistently earned 
promotions; from swim instructor, to lifeguard, to head lifeguard.

Now, Nazair is graduating from UCONN, and will return home to LEAP once more. This time he will lead in his 
biggest role yet, as LEAP’s Aquatics Program Director! Reflecting on his path and purpose, Nazair shared, “I want 
kids to have that same journey that I’ve had. I feel it is important for them to have role models and see the good that 
comes out of LEAP. My being that person to them is the most important thing.”

Coordinator, for organizing child recruitment initiatives; John, DX Coordinator, 
for unifying community resources; Cody, HS Coordinator, for initiating virtual 
morale challenges.

Thank you: Zalma, Curriculum and Training Coordinator, for organizing all 
COVID-19 resources, testing and vaccine scheduling; Frankie, Counselor 
Development Manager, for organizing community-based scholarship 
opportunities for our counselors; Jaala, Counselor Development Coordinator, for 
incredible counselor newsletters; and Albert, LCLC Director, for enhancing the 
python coding program.



College Scholarships for Stellar LEAP Counselors 

Gaines, Senior Counselor at Dwight-Newhallville, 
wowed with their applications as well as their 
commitment to both their own academic success and 
to community service. 

Four exceptional counselors were awarded our annual 
college scholarships, made possible by the generosity 
of our donors. We love rewarding their hard work!

The Regina Winters Scholarship was awarded to Nile 
Lee, Senior Counselor at Hill South, and Martha 
May, Senior Counselor at Dwight Kensington. 
These counselors were chosen because of the quality 
of their applications as well as their embodiment of 
the elements that made Regina Winters-Touissant a 
remarkable individual: her dedication, creativity, 
scholarly pursuits, and big heart.

The second scholarship 
is the Stiefel Williams 
Scholarship. Winners 
Eemonie Moore, 
former Junior 
Counselor at Dwight 
Kensington (her photo 
to right), and Briana
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LEAP Junior Counselors Celebrate College Commitments 
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LEAP Board of Directors 

Co-Chairs Vice Chair
Ann Baker Pepe and Ed Cleary  Stephen Wizner

Treasurer Secretary
Susan Biel Kerley Cynthia Mann

Co-Founders, Past Chairs Directors
Roslyn Milstein Meyer and Sharon Brooks, Marcus 
Anne Tyler Calabresi McFerren, Tai Richardson, 

Ken Russell, Alexis Smith, 
Emeritus and Clifton Watson
Honorable William Dyson and
Jerome Harris Meyer Executive Director

Henry Fernandez

so excited to hear about the rest of the college commitments over the next few months!


